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Since the last OSP Quarterly, I have moved 
into the position of Acting Director of OSP.  
In this new role, I hope to be seen as  
“acting like I’m not Acting” and serve as 
OSP’s chief advocate in strengthening our 
current functions and taking on new chal-
lenges.  I hope to share with you, through 
this column, what I see as some of the 
many unique contributions OSP continues 
to make as well as some of the new oppor-
tunities and challenges I see for our office. 

I would first like to thank Debbie Dietrich, 
who served as our Acting OD for the 
past 2 years, for her continuing support to 
our Office and to me personally. During 
her tenure in OSP, Debbie involved me in 
the critical decisions facing our Office and 
exemplified sound management principles 
that I am trying to model.  We wish her well 
as she takes on her new Homeland Secu-
rity responsibilities.

I also would like to thank you, the entire 
OSP staff, for working with me to continue 
to serve our many customers, including the 

Region 4 hosted the first Region/ORD Sci-
ence Summit at their offices in Atlanta, GA, 
on September 25, 2002.  The summit theme 
was “Opportunities for Region/ORD Col-
laboration to Enhance the Use of Science 
in Agency Decision-making.” Paul Gilman, 
Assistant Administrator (AA) for ORD, and 
Stan Meiburg, Deputy Regional Adminis-
trator (DRA) for Region 4, co-chaired the 
meeting, which was attended by Regional 
DRAs and several senior ORD and Regional 
executives.  

The meeting opened with Region 4 and 
ORD presentations on problem-driven sci-
ence and what that means for the Regions 
and ORD.  Subsequent discussion focused 
on the importance of building effective 
networks among scientists in the Regions 
and ORD, as well as the need to build 
on existing ORD programs to address Re-
gional science problems, which include the 
Regional Applied Research Effort (RARE) 
and Regional Methods Program, Science to 
Achieve Results (STAR) grantee meetings in 
each Region, and the Science Results Inte-
gration Program.  

During discussion of the contributions of 
science to Regional decision-making, all 
agreed that science informs these decisions, 
but is seldom the sole driver. One DRA sug-
gested that the Agency undertake an exam-
ination of past decisions to evaluate how 
science has been integrated, along with 
political, social, and economic factors, into 
EPA decisions.  

The DRAs expressed interest in playing a 
larger role in the development of Agency 
science policy and in the appropriate use 
of good science in their Regions. To this 
end, it was decided that the DRAs in the 
Lead Regions for both Regional Science 
and Technology (RS&T) and ORD (currently 
Regions 2 and 4, respectively) would par-
ticipate on the Science Policy Council and 
that the DRA for Science and Technology 
would chair the National Regional Science 
Council.  The DRAs also agreed to the need 
for a third DRA on the Science Policy Coun-
cil and they will determine the appropriate 
Region in the near future.

Ira Leighton, Region 1 DRA, described the 
Region’s Science Needs Survey—why and 
how it was done and some of the key conclu-
sions. As a result of this effort, Region 1 now 
has a consistent set of science priorities that 
it is using to influence Regional strategic 
planning, including a Regional consensus 
on the highest priority science issues on 
which  to collaborate with ORD. These include:  
(1) quicker and more reliable hands-on tech-
nical support, (2) funding to support short-
term science/research needs that complement 
ORD’s longer-term research, (3) a system to 
determine available technical expertise in the 
Agency, (4) a process that enables the Region 
to understand what products are coming out 
of ORD’s research pipeline, and (5) greater 
opportunity to collaborate as partners in the 
STAR grants program.

EPA SCIENCE FORUM 2003
This column will be used 

to provide updates on the 

upcoming Science Forum. 

Please check the ORD Web 

Site for updates and 

announcements (http://

www.epa.gov/ord/scienceforum).
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ORD and the Regions to discuss how best 
to enhance the use of ORD science in 
Regional decision-making.  We also have 
taken on a new leadership role in advanc-
ing the work of the Council on Regula-
tory Environmental Modeling (CREM).

The Administrative Staff and our pro-
gram assistants have been instrumental 
in their dedication and hard work in help-
ing us achieve our many accomplish-
ments. Their commitment to customer 
service serves as a model for us all.

While we should celebrate our successes, 
we also need to focus on the opportunities 
and challenges ahead for OSP. For exam-
ple, we can and should do more to support 
ORD by expanding efforts to provide analy-
ses of proposed environmental legislation. In 
addition, OSP also has an important role to 
play in helping to write and implement the 
Agency’s Strategic Plan, including promot-
ing Agency-wide science planning. Build-
ing upon our unique relationship with EPA’s 
Regions, OSP can help ORD enhance our 
relationships with the states and Tribes.

To convey our message to our customers, 
I would like to strengthen our communi-

Hazardous Substances Technical Liaisons UpdateHazardous Substances Technical Liaisons Update

22 OSP Intranet http://intranet.epa.gov/osp/ospintra/  —  OSP Internet http://www.epa.gov/osp

ORD Laboratories and Centers, the Program 
and Regional Offices, and of course, our 
Assistant Administrator Paul Gilman. With 
Paul’s appointment as Science Advisor, OSP’s 
role has become even more important.  Here 
are a few examples:  

Our Program Support staff is leading 
ORD in its work to help ensure the quality 
of science that underlies EPA’s regulations 
and other policy decisions. Following 
through on the recommendations of the 
Administrator’s Task Force, ORD now is 
providing greater support in individual 
policy decisions while also working on 
more regulations than ever before. 

Through our Multi-Year Plans (MYPs), 
our Planning Staff continues to lead 
ORD’s efforts to develop and commu-
nicate our research priorities and plans, 
setting an example for the Agency.  Well 
written MYPs are leading to stream-
lined annual research planning, effec-
tive input into EPA strategic planning, 
and improved accountability.

Our Cross-Program Staff recently planned 
the first ever Region/ORD Science Sum-
mit, which provided an opportunity for 

Letter (Continued from p. 1)

The  Application of Waste Remediation 
Technologies to Agricultural Contamina-
tion of Water Resources Conference was 
held July 30-August 1, in Kansas City, MO. 
Its goal was to transfer knowledge about 
cleanup technologies used at hazardous sub-
stance sites to state, provincial, and interna-
tional organizations that deal with impacts to 
water resources by agricultural activities.  Bob 
Mournighan, Region 7, served as the chair of 
the steering committee.  For more informa-
tion, contact Bob Mournighan at 913-551- 
7913 or mournighan.robert@ epa.gov.

The Hardrock Mining 2002: Issues Shap-
ing the Industry Workshop was held May 
7-9. Sponsored by ORD’s National Risk Man-
agement Research Laboratory (NRMRL) and 

Region 8, it attracted more than 450 partici-
pants.  Jim Dunn, Region 8,  served on the steer-
ing committee and led the effort to organize 
plenary and concurrent technical sessions. 
On June 5, Jim conducted a 1-day mining 
workshop as part of a semi-annual EPA Tech-
nology Support Project meeting. It included 
an introduction by the Regional Administra-
tor, a policy overview, technical presentations, 
Superfund site case studies, and a field trip to 
Superfund mining sites with wastewater treat-
ment plant demonstrations.  The workshop was 
attended by 60+ EPA personnel and contrac-
tors. For more information, contact Jim Dunn 
at 303- 312-6573 or dunn.james@epa.gov.

A Vadose Zone and Long-Term Stew-
ardship Meeting was held in conjunction 

with the U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho 
Operations Office and Idaho National Engi-
neering and Environmental Laboratory on 
September 18-19. John Barich, Region 10, 
served on the steering committee for the 
meeting. Approximately 40 representatives 
from federal and state agencies, non-gov-
ernment organizations, tribal organizations, 
universities, and industry met to discuss 
their science and technology objectives 
regarding the vadose zone and subsurface 
long-term stewardship. Participants included 
representatives from the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration, Interstate 
Technology Regulatory Council, Citizen Advi-
sory Boards, state and tribal organizations, 
Environmental Council of States, Consor-
tium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder 
Participation, National Energy Technology 
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cation efforts. Communicating ORD’s many 
contributions to our clients should be an 
area of emphasis for all of us. Our goal is 
to go beyond making our customers aware 
of our research products to working with 
them to apply our research in their deci-
sion-making.  Our Communication Team has 
begun to address this monumental task and 
is making great strides in this area. 

Finally, last year’s Science Forum was a big 
step forward for ORD in highlighting the qual-
ity work we do through our partnerships with 
the rest of the Agency. It is another example 
of OSP’s commitment to communication and 
customer service.  I am pleased to be leading 
this effort for ORD’s 2003 Science Forum with 
the competent assistance from Megan Grog-
ard and Sarah Bauer. Megan and Sarah will be 
in touch with you shortly for input and sug-
gestions for this major science event. I encour-
age you to send them your ideas.

I am excited about the opportunities that 
lie ahead of us, and I look forward to hear-
ing your thoughts and ideas.



EPA’s Tribal Science Council (TSC) held its 
first meeting to discuss “tribal science pri-
orities” in Washington, DC, on September 
17-18, 2002.  Dr. Paul Gilman, the Agency’s 
Science Advisor and AA for ORD, welcomed 
the group and participated in an interesting 
discussion with the tribal representatives.

At the meeting, the tribal TSC representa-
tives provided a list of eight general cate-
gories of national science priorities that are 
important to tribes:

Traditional lifestyles, including tribal-
related risk assessment (subsistence)

Endocrine disrupting compounds

Dioxin reassessment and RfD

Cumulative impacts

Pollutant and toxics reduction

Indoor toxic mold (e.g., black mold)

Pharmaceuticals in the environment 
(all media)

Tribal research

1. Global warming/climate change 
 monitoring

2. Protocols for how agencies conduct 
 research in communities

“get the word out” on high-priority ORD sci-
ence activities in their Regions.  To this end, 
he suggested that the Regions, in addition 
to ORD, announce events, such as new 
ORD STAR grant awards, RARE successes, 
and collaborative Environmental Monitor-
ing and Assessment Program (EMAP) proj-
ects with states.

For further information about the Summit 
and the resulting action items, please con-
tact David Klauder, Team Leader of ORD’s 
Regional Science Program at 202-564-6496 
or klauder.david@epa.gov.

Tribal Science Council’s 
Endocrine Disruptors 
Workshop

Tribal Science Council’s 
Endocrine Disruptors 
Workshop
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The Regions expressed their interest in 
having a strong science advocate at EPA 
Headquarters and a separate budget for the 
RS&T program.  Dr. Gilman indicated that 
part of the solution would involve negoti-
ations with the Program Offices regarding 
their appropriate roles in supporting the 
Regions’ fiscal and technical needs.

Stan Meiburg and Paul Gilman closed the 
meeting with a summary of their recom-
mended actions for addressing the Summit 
theme.  In addition, Dr. Gilman expressed 
his interest in working with the Regions to 

Summit (Continued from p. 1)

Laboratory, National Governors Association, 
Federal Facilities Task Force, Interagency Mil-
itary Land Use Coordination Committee, 
and Department of Defense. The workshop’s 
objective was to identify opportunities for 
increased dialog between participants on 
common needs and research agendas and 
to develop action items to meet science 
and technology objectives in specific areas. 
For more information, contact John Barich 
at 206-553-8562 or barich.john@epa.gov.

HSTL Update (Continued from p. 2)

3. Program development for 
 incorporation of tribal traditional 
 knowledge with western science 
 and collaboration of parties.

The most innovative and highest priority 
of the tribes was the proposal to develop 
a new “Traditional Lifeways” paradigm that 
includes the spiritual, emotional, physical, 
cultural, economic, and mental interconnec-
tions that the tribes have to their environ-
ment, which the current risk assessment 
paradigm does not incorporate. In short, the 
Traditional Lifeways paradigm focuses on 
the health and well being of the environ-
ment, including people, rather than illness 
and death. 

The TSC also discussed the formation of a 
Tribal Technical Support Center. In addi-
tion, Region 9 generated a proposal to 
develop a CD-ROM on Quality Assurance 
Project Plans (QAPjPs) that would include 
instructional materials on how to develop 
QAPjPs and resource information on tech-
nical topics.  The tribal TSC representatives 
strongly supported this proposal. 

For more information on the TSC, please 
contact Claudia Walters at 202-564-6762 
or walters.claudia@ epa.gov.

On September 19, the Tribal Science Coun-
cil (TSC) sponsored the Endocrine Disrup-
tors Workshop for tribal representatives.  
Program managers for Endocrine Disrup-
tors from ORD; Office of Prevention, Pesti-
cides and Toxic Substances (OPPTS); Office 
of Water (OW); and the Regions started a 
dialog with tribal representatives on what 
the Agency is doing on endocrine disrup-
tors and issues of importance to tribes.

The tribes wonder if the human and eco-
logical changes observed in their environ-
ment are related to endocrine disrupting 
compounds.  They believe that their obser-
vations could be beneficial to understand-
ing environmental changes and trends.  The 
tribes also noted that lower concentrations 
of chemicals might have a greater effect on 
tribes due to their greater exposure. ORD 
plans to issue a Request for Applications 
(RFA) focused on the low end of the dose-
response curve. 

OSP’s Claudia Walters is the executive sec-
retary for the TSC and also serves as ORD’s 
Senior Indian Program Manager. For more 
information, contact Claudia Walters at 202- 
564-6762 or walters.claudia@epa.gov.



New members of the National Environmen-
tal Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC) Health 
and Research Subcommittee (HRS) gath-
ered in Washington, DC, on October 29-30, 
2002, for an orientation and training seminar 
jointly sponsored by ORD and the Office of 
Prevention, Pesticides, and Toxic Substances 
(OPPTS).  The main objectives of the 2-day 
meeting were to provide the new mem-
bers with a deeper  understanding of the 
requirements of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act and to familiarize them with the 
NEJAC Strategic Plan. Participants also had 
an opportunity to get acquainted with each 
other while exploring various aspects of their 
new roles and responsibilities as subcom-
mittee members.  The seminar also focused 
on the unique roles of ORD and OPPTS in 
the environmental research community.  

The HRS is one of seven subgroups providing 
independent advice to the NEJAC Executive 
Council and EPA.  The HRS will advise OPPTS 
and ORD on matters of health and research 
to help ensure that environmental justice 
considerations are appropriately reflected 
and addressed in EPA health and science 
policies.  In the coming months, look for 
the HRS to provide recommendations and 
advice on the relative effectiveness of the 
Contaminated Sediment Science Plan and 
the Framework for Cumulative Risk Assess-
ment in addressing environmental health 
disparities.  For more information on this sem-
inar, contact Brenda Washington at 202-564- 
6781 or washington.brenda@epa.gov.

NEJAC SeminarNEJAC Seminar
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On September 27, 2002, ORD participated in 
a meeting on subsistence living hosted by 
OPPTS at the Choctaw Indian Reservation 
in Mississippi.  Several key program offices 
and tribal representatives from Agency-
sponsored tribal groups, such as the Tribal 
Science Council, Tribal Operations Commit-
tee, and Tribal Pesticides Program Council, 
as well as representatives from Alaska met 
to discuss how the tribes would like to 
address subsistence issues and how the 
Agency could help. Although EPA previ-
ously has conducted meetings to provide 
a cross-Agency approach, this meeting was 
intended to enhance the coordination of 
the Agency’s efforts.

Over the course of 2 years, OSP has helped 
to support the work of the National Coun-
cil for Environmental Policy and Technol-
ogy (NACEPT) in its charge to recommend 
foresight methods and to identify relevant 
emerging trends and issues in the coming 
5 to 10 years.  NACEPT is a federal advisory 
committee composed of experts from busi-
ness, industry, academia, and governmen-
tal and non-governmental organizations.  
The Council’s overarching charge is to 
advise EPA on matters of domestic and 
international environmental policy, technol-
ogy, and management issues. 

The Council met July 18-19, 2002, to deter-
mine what role NACEPT might continue to 
play in assisting EPA in institutionalizing fore-
sight into its strategic planning processes.   
EPA presenters from ORD; Office of Interna-
tional Activities (OIA); Office of Policy, Eco-
nomics, and Innovation (OPEI); and Office of 
Air and Radiation (OAR) addressed the Coun-
cil, providing updates on recent futures-
related activities in their respective offices.

The Council also reviewed and approved the 
advice letter to the Administrator that will 
accompany the final version of its emerging 

trends report.  The report is the culmination 
of almost 2 years of work by NACEPT, in col-
laboration with EPA, and marked the end of 
the first phase of a process to recommend 
foresight methods and to identify relevant 
emerging trends and issues in the coming 5 
to 10 years.  In its report,  “The Environmental 
Future:  Emerging Challenges and Oppor-
tunities for EPA,” the Emerging Trends and 
Issues Subcommittee (a subset of the Coun-
cil) recommended several ways in which 
EPA might improve its ability to be more 
anticipatory when addressing environmen-
tal problems. The Subcommittee suggested 
that the Agency develop a scanning system 
that involves “all major parts of EPA”; sup-
port the work of EPA’s Futures Network by 
providing additional training in scanning, 
scenario development, and modeling; and 
integrate futures analysis into EPA’s stra-
tegic planning processes. For more infor-
mation about NACEPT and the emerging 
trends report, log onto www.epa.gov/ocem/
nacept-page.htm. For additional informa-
tion about the NACEPT meeting, contact 
Anita Street at 202-564-3626 or street.anita@ 
epa.gov or Pasky Pascual at 202-564-2259 
or pascual.pasky@epa.gov.

NACEPT MeetingNACEPT Meeting

Tribal representatives have identified subsis-
tence as their highest priority.  In response, 
the Agency has initiated several projects.  
For example, ORD announced this past 
summer the “Lifestyle and Cultural Prac-
tices of Tribal Populations and Risks from 
Toxic Substances in the Environment” RFA 
for tribes to conduct research on risk assess-
ment and risk management issues.  Other 
Agency initiatives include the Subsistence 
Technical and Summit meetings, the “Life-
Line” risk assessment model, and the Sub-
sistence Inventory. 

For more information, contact Claudia Wal-
ters at 202-564-6762 or walters.claudia@ 
epa.gov.
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July 10, 2002—Age-Related Sensitivity to 
Pesticides: Case Study with the Organo-
phosphate Insecticides

Author: Stephanie Padilla, Ph.D., National 
Health and Environmental Effects Research 
Laboratory 

When the Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA) 
was passed in 1996, there were few data 
available to evaluate age-related sensitivity 
of the young to pesticides using neurotox-
icological endpoints.  Therefore, the overall 
goal of this research was to develop a pro-
file of neurotoxicological changes following 
acute exposure to various anticholinester-
ase pesticides in rats of different ages.  This 
research supports FQPA requirements for 
an adequate assessment of pesticide tox-
icity in the young, and also improves our 
understanding of potential differences in 

human subpopulations.  For more informa-
tion, contact Greg Susanke at 202-564-9945 
or susanke.greg@epa.gov. 

July 24, 2002—Computational Toxicology: 
Estimating Acute Toxicities of Fathead Min-
nows and Rats

Author:  Douglas Young, Ph.D., National Risk 
Management Research Laboratory 

Group contribution and classification tech-
niques have been developed to correlate two 
acute toxicity measurements: the 96-hour 
LC50 for fathead minnows and the oral 
ingestion LD50 for rats. The basic concept 
of the contribution model is that each frag-
ment of a molecule contributes a certain 
constant amount of toxicity. The group 
classification method involved collecting 
compounds that had the same functional 
groups and computing averages for those 

collections. For more information, contact 
Greg Susanke at 202-564-9945 or susanke. 
greg@epa.gov. 

August 7, 2002—Saga of a Novel Sperm 
Biomarker:  Discovery to Proof of Concept 

Author:  Gary R. Klinefelter, Ph.D.,  National 
Health and Environmental Effects Research 
Laboratory 

In recent years, there has been concern that 
semen quality is declining in men.  Moreover, 
it has been suggested that such a decline 
might be linked to exposures to environ-
mental chemicals.  As a result, EPA has been 
charged with developing biomarkers of 
semen quality that might be useful in epide-
miology studies that target environmental 
chemical exposures. For more information, 
contact Greg Susanke at 202-564-9945 or 
susanke.greg@epa.gov. 

The Science Policy Council (SPC) met on 
Monday, September 23, 2002.  The meeting 
focused on harmonization of cancer and 
non-cancer risk assessment approaches, a 
projected timeline for completion of the 
cancer guidelines and associated outreach 
efforts, the draft of assessment factors from 
the Assessment Factors Workgroup, and 
feedback from the Science Advisory Board 
(SAB) on the proposed candidates for SAB 
peer review in FY2003. 

Harmonizing Cancer and Non-Cancer Ap-
proaches.  Recently, the SPC and its Steering 
Committee reviewed materials for Cancer 
Guidelines and the Derivation of Reference 
Doses. Recent peer reviews, research, and 
Agency discussions encourage EPA to con-
sider harmonizing Agency approaches to 
cancer and non-cancer risk assessments.  
In addition, a review of EPA’s toxicity test-
ing approaches has been proposed and 
endorsed by external peer reviewers.  The 
SPC was asked for suggestions on the 
approaches.

Cancer Guidelines:  Timeframe for Comple-
tion and Outreach Efforts.  Since January 
2002, the SPC has been kept abreast of the 
revisions to the cancer guidelines. The revision 
process is nearing completion and a projected 
completion date was presented to the SPC.  
In addition, concurrent outreach efforts will 
begin and the SPC was presented with ideas 
for this outreach and asked for feedback.

Assessment Factors for Third Party Infor-
mation.  Key to the Agency’s Information 
Quality Guidelines are considerations EPA 
staff use to assess the quality of information 
from third parties supplied to or obtained 
by the Agency for rulemaking and risk 
management decisions. The SPC-sponsored 
Assessment Factors Workgroup presented 
their current public draft of assessment fac-
tors for SPC comment and also provided 
feedback from a public meeting held on 
September 20, 2002.  The draft document 
can be found on the Information Quality 
Guidelines Web Site at http://www.epa.gov/
oei/qualityguidelines/index.html.

Science Policy Council Meeting SAB Feedback on Requested SAB FY2003 
Peer Review Project Candidates. At the 
beginning of the summer, the SPC provided 
input on the prioritization of candidate peer 
review projects for SAB peer review. The 
agenda for the SAB is being developed for 
FY2003. Recommendations from the SAB 
Executive Committee in light of the SPC pri-
oritization were presented.  In addition,  feed-
back from the Senior Policy Council and 
SPC-sponsored brainstorming sessions was 
provided on a proposal for updating the 1990 
SAB report Reducing Risk:  Setting Priorities 
and Strategies for Environmental Protection. 

Followup from this meeting is posted on the 
new Intranet Web site for the SPC (http:// 
intranet.epa.gov/ospintra/sphome.html).  
This site will be used to disseminate working 
and draft documents, action plans, meeting 
minutes, background materials, and other 
relevant information required for the inter-
nal workings of the SPC.  The SPC’s external, 
Internet site (http://www.epa.gov/osp/spc) 
will continue to contain only SPC-approved 
policies, guidances, etc.  For more informa-
tion, contact Kerry Dearfield at 202-564-6486 
or dearfield.kerry@epa.gov. 



Among efforts to strengthen science within 
EPA, Governor Whitman and Science Advi-
sor Paul Gilman recently cited the Council for 
Regulatory Environmental Modeling (CREM) 
as a major priority. The CREM was initially 
established to provide consistency and con-
sensus among environmental model devel-
opers and users. Models are central to EPA 
decisions and are used to estimate the fate 
and impacts of pollutants, as well as to 
assess the costs and benefits of alternative 
policies. 

Given this central role, models themselves 
can become part of the controversy over 
environmental initiatives.  Parties impacted 
by EPA regulations have at times success-
fully challenged these regulations in court 
by questioning the validity of the models 

upon which the regulations were based. 
EPA’s  Information Quality Guidelines estab-
lish a process for external parties to question 
the data, methods, and assumptions under-
lying the models used and developed by the 
Agency, as well as the analytical results the 
models yield. 

At the request of Dr. Gilman, the CREM is 
now focusing on efforts to help ensure that 
EPA’s model-based decisions are scientifi-
cally and legally defensible. It will develop 
guidance, conduct training, establish a Web-
accessible knowledge base, and otherwise 
serve as a cross-Agency forum so that EPA:

Documents and communicates the data, 
algorithms, and expert judgments used 
to develop models.

Documents and implements best man-
agement practices to use models con-
sistently and appropriately.

Establishes and implements criteria so 
that model-based decisions satisfy regu-
latory requirements and Agency guide-
lines.

Facilitates information exchange among 
model developers and users.

Proactively anticipates scientific and 
technological developments so EPA is 
prepared for the next generation of 
environmental models.

For more information on the CREM, con-
tact Pasky Pascual at 202-564-2259 or 
pascual.pasky@epa.gov. 

hands-on experience in providing effective 
scientific input into the Agency’s decisions.

The course was presented to OSP staff on 
August 6, and to National Center for Envi-
ronmental Assesment (NCEA) and National 
Center for  Environmental  Research (NCER) 
staff on August 14, in Washington, DC.  
Research Triangle Park, NC, was the next 
stop on the schedule where the course was 
rolled out in front of a full house on Septem-
ber 5.  Two courses were taught in Cincinnati, 
OH,  on September 18 and 19, due to the large 
number of requests to attend.

Did you miss any of these sessions? Not to 
worry!  Future rollouts of the training course, 
either virtual or live, will be announced soon to 
accommodate all interested staff.  Check out   
http://intranet.epa.gov/ospintra/features/
osptrain.htm for the latest announcements 
and information on upcoming course pre-
sentations.

CREM Supports Science in EPACREM Supports Science in EPA
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Last summer, Governor Whitman convened 
a task force to review the Agency’s reg-
ulatory development process. There were 
several recommendations from that review 
that sought to improve EPA’s decision-mak-
ing process.  Primary among these was that 
ORD should become more fully involved 
in the Agency’s regulatory and non-regula-
tory decisions that involve science issues.  To 
help accomplish this, OSP has organized a 
training course for ORD managers and staff 
that explains EPA’s action development pro-
cess and the role that ORD plays in it.

August 6, 2002, marked the first day of a four-
course, three-city lineup for the training.  The 
training,  coordinated and taught by OSP,   was 
presented to Laboratory and Center staff who 
participate in program support activities or 
plan to do so in the future.  The full-day and 
half-day sessions provide both an overview 
of the regulatory development process and 

OSP Training Course Visits the ORD
Labs and Centers
OSP Training Course Visits the ORD 
Labs and Centers
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 1. nugratosiel __________________

 2. rfmou __________________

 3. glnapnin __________________

 4. mhitean __________________

 5. eirnog __________________

 6. tmusmi __________________

 7. dreaminotie __________________

 8. nalrvomenitne __________________

 9. gcohonetyl __________________

10. cyolip __________________

11. ordeinenc __________________

12. betris __________________

13. autprasletci __________________

14. nsmeria __________________

15. dulniegse __________________

16. stdaniromirat __________________
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(July thru October 2002)
Welcome to Our New Folks
Richard (Dick) Garnas, although not new 
to OSP, is new to Washington, DC! He per-
manently joined the Regional Team of 
OSP’s Cross Program Staff on Septem-
ber 15. Dick previously served as our 

Lead Regional Scientist for the Regional 
Science Program. His efforts now will 
focus on communicating and transferring 
ORD science to the states through the 
Regions.

Dick and his wife, Gale, now have com-
pleted their cross-country trek from Seat-
tle to Washington, DC, and are settling into 
their new home on Capitol Hill.

Details/Training Assignments
Joyce Perdek joins OSP on a rotational 
development assignment from the Na-
tional Risk Management Research Labora-
tory’s (NRMRL) Urban Watershed Manage- 
ment Branch in Edison, NJ.  Joyce will be 
working with Megan Grogard on the imple-
mentation of the ORD Strategic Plan and 
other OSP communications efforts.
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Unscramble the two words formed by 
the underlined letters to answer the 
question:  What is needed to convey 
OSP’s message to its customers?

22

(July thru October 2002)
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Unscamble the words below.  Each one 
is used in this installment of the OSP 
Quarterly.  Answers to this puzzle will 
be provided in the next OSP Quarterly.  
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 Date Event Location Contact 
 July 24, 2002 ORD/OPPTS Seminar Washington, DC Greg Susanke........................................202-564-9945
  (Computational Toxicology) 

 August 6-14, 2002 1-day Regulatory Training Course Washington, DC Dennis Utterback................................202-564-6638
  for ORD Managers (Labs/Centers only)

 August 28-29, 2002 Nanotechnology Grantees Workshop Crystal City, VA Tina Conley ............................................202-564-3209

 September 4-5, 2002 Coastal Intensive Site Network (CISNet) Edgewater, MD Tina Conley ............................................202-564-3209
  Final Progress Review Workshop

 September 5, 2002 1-day Regulatory Training Course Research Triangle Park, NC Dennis Utterback................................202-564-6638
  for ORD Managers (Labs/Centers only)

 September 18, 2002 ORD/OPPTS Seminar Crystal City, VA Greg Susanke........................................202-564-9945
  (ORD Western Ecology Division) 

 September 18-19, 2002 1-day Regulatory Training Course Cincinnati, OH Dennis Utterback................................202-564-6638
  for ORD Managers (Labs/Centers only)  

 September 24, 2002 Aquatic Ecosystem Classification Denver, CO Tina Conley ............................................202-564-3209
  Progress Review Workshop

 September 25, 2002 Region/ORD Science Summit Atlanta, GA David Klauder .......................................202-564-6496

  Tribal Subsistence Meeting at the
 September 27, 2002 Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians Philadelphia, MS Claudia Walters ....................................202-564-6762
  Reservation near Philadelphia, Mississippi

 Fall 2002 Scientist-to-Scientist Meeting With Washington, DC Mimi Dannell.........................................202-564-9944
  OW on Air Radiation

 October 1-2, 2002 ALD/ACD Planning Meeting Research Triangle Park, NC Paul Zielinski .........................................202-564-6772

 October 3, 2002 The PM Planning Meeting Research Triangle Park, NC Bob Fegley .............................................202-564-6786 
  for the Air ALDs and ACDs

 October 3, 2002 OEI/ORD Science Seminar Washington, DC Ethel Brandt...........................................202-566-0651

 October 29-31, 2002 Endocrine Disruptors Research Triangle Park, NC Tina Conley ............................................202-564-3209
  Research Program Workshop

 November 4-8, 2002 ORD/Regional Science Topic Workshop Dallas, TX Michael Callahan.................................214-665-2787
  on Cumulative Risk

 November 6-7,  2002 PBPK Scientist-to-Scientist Meeting Crystal City, VA Jackie MaQueen..................................202-564-6639
    Karen Hammerstrom ........................202-564-3258

 December 2, 2002 Multi-Media Pollution Prevention Forum Washington, DC Doug Steele...........................................202-564-6759
  (M2P2 Forum)

 December 16-19, 2002 NEJAC Meeting on Pollution Prevention Baltimore, MD Marva King.............................................202-564-2599  
  and Environmental Justice  Brenda Washington...........................202-564-6781

 Winter 2003 ReVA Workshop Research Triangle Park, NC Betsy Smith............................................919-541-0620

 May 13-16, 2003 ReVA MAIA Conference Valley Forge, PA Betsy Smith............................................919-541-0620

 To be determined ORD/Regional Science Topic To be determined Michael Callahan.................................214-665-2787
  Workshop on Cumulative Risk



STEP 1: Call SATO to make Air/Train/Rental Car Reservations. The telephone 
number is (800) 979-7286.  You also may use SATO to make your Hotel reservations, 
or you may contact the Hotel directly.  WHEN MAKING RESERVATIONS ALWAYS 
ASK FOR THE GOVERNMENT RATE.

STEP 2: Fill out the Travel Authorization in Travel Manager and submit it to your 
supervisor.  Make sure you include the OMIS Code in the remarks section. If you need 
help mapping out expenditures for your trip, the Template for Travel may assist you. 

STEP 3: You will receive an e-mail message that your Authorization was just 
stamped and SIGNED by either Anthony Grimm or Donna Witherspoon. This means 
that your TA has been both APPROVED and FUNDED.  Go into Travel Manager and 
print a copy of your TA.  Please attach a copy of the Tax Exempt form to your TA, and 
take both with you when you travel.

STEP 4:   Do not contact SATO with your Travel Authorization Number for 
tickets until you receive notification of approval and funding.  Unless SATO 
receives a TA Number...they will not issue a ticket for you.   

WHEN YOU RETURN FROM TRAVEL

STEP 1: Within 5 working days of your return, go into Travel Manager and create a 
Voucher from your Authorization.  You do this by modifying the Authorization to 
the Actual expenses incurred during your trip.

STEP 2: Once the Voucher is completed, print 2 copies (1 for yourself, 1 for the files), 
and give the file copy to Bob Holland.

STEP 3: Attach receipts to your copy and keep it for 2 years.  You do not need to 
keep receipts for expenditures under $75.00.



The Purpose Code in the Travel Manager Itinerary section equals the IFMS code.  
Don’t forget to type in the corresponding OMIS code in the remarks section.

Don’t forget to add the SATO Service Fee (labeled Transaction Fee/Airline in Travel 
Manager) of $25.50 to any Airline or Train Reservations.  If you only make Hotel or 
Rental Car reservations, the Service Fee is $8.00.

If the Government Per Diem Lodging Rate is not available, the options are:

a. Contact another Hotel in the same area that offers the Government Rate;

b. Ask for an increase in Lodging on your TA, and include justification.  You can do this 
by clicking on the pencil on the date(s) you need additional funds and type in the 
option rate you are requesting.  Don’t forget to type in your justification.

Don’t forget to find out the actual room rate, plus any tax that may be charged.  Find 
out if the Hotel accepts the Tax Exempt form.

You are only allowed $6 Per Night of Lodging for Personal Telephone Calls.  Please 
use your Government calling card for business calls while on travel.

If you are driving your car to the Temporary Duty Travel location, you must include 
a Justification for using your Privately Owned Vehicle (POV), instead of using 
Common Carrier transportation.  You will only be reimbursed the amount it would 
have cost to travel by common carrier.

You must include a Justification for using a Rental Car explaining why it is the best 
means of transportation.

No justification is needed for using POV to/from the airport to your residence.  Be 
sure to include the roundtrip mileage amount on your TA.

You must give the Hotel your Tax Exempt form during Check-in.  Some states will 
not accept the tax exempt form.  In this case, claim your hotel tax on your voucher 
under Hotel Tax (CONUS Only).

The Lodging amount and the Lodging Tax must be separated on your TA/Voucher.  
The Lodging amount goes under Per Diem and the Lodging Tax goes under Other 
expenses. 

If you are asking for a Registration Fee on your TA, please select the one with code 
2560 in Travel Manager.

If you change your SATO reservation for any reason after ticketing, an additional 
Service Fee of $25.50 will be charged.

Per Diem Rates.  Travel Manager will calculate the per diem rates automatically for 
your TA, based on the travel destination you select.  However, make sure you choose 
the correct destination.  For example, the per diem rate is different (higher) for RTP 
than it is for Durham, NC.  

Helpful Hints


